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ABSTRACT

Pain is a complex experience involving perception, emotion, and cognition. Traditional therapies frequently overlook 
the interrelated mind-body processes necessary for efficient pain control. With an emphasis on neuroplasticity, stress 
response, autonomic control, and pain perception, this descriptive study explores the integrative effects of yoga 
on pain mechanisms and the mind-body link. This study reviews research on yoga therapies, including asanas 
(postures), Pranayama (breath regulation), and meditation. The primary database sources (PubMed, Embase, 
Scopus, and Google Scholar) were searched bibliographically. Analysis was done on mechanisms such as endorphin 
release, central pain pathway regulation, and neurophysiological balance restoration. The effects of yoga poses, 
pranayama, and meditation on endorphin release and central pain pathways were examined in a literature review. 
Research indicates that yoga enhances vagal tone, promotes neuroplasticity, reduces pain sensitization, and restores 
autonomic balance. It fosters awareness, lowers stress, and strengthens emotional resilience. To prove yoga’s place 
in all-encompassing pain management, more study is required.

1. INTRODUCTION

Pain is a sensory and emotional experience related to actual or 
potential tissue damage.[1] Pain significantly affects quality of life 
and imposes a substantial economic burden, making it a major global 
biopsychosocial issue. Pain is the most prevalent sign of the illness, 
which worsens as life expectancy rises. Recognized as the fifth 
vital sign, pain is considered as significant as other physiological 
parameters. In addition, it is the body’s defense mechanism against 
damaging stimuli.[2,3] Pain is a severe and widespread medical 
condition that can lead to permanent disability. The conversion of 
mechanical, thermal and chemical sensory inputs into the subjective 
knowledge of pain supports the feeling of pain.[4] Because chronic 
pain is so common and causes both physical and mental disability, 
it is seen as a health issue. Between 30 and 50 percent of people 
worldwide are impacted.[5]

Pain is a multifaceted, individualized experience that includes 
emotional, cognitive, and sensory elements.[6] Pain affects several 
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body parts and has many different causes, making it a complicated and 
wide-ranging topic. There are other kinds of pain, such as neuropathic 
pain, fibromyalgia, cancer-related pain, and chronic pain after surgery. 
A person’s perception of pain can also be influenced by ailments, such 
as arthritis, migraines, headaches, or facial pain, visceral these various 
sources to manage and relieve it effectively. Better outcomes for people 
with acute or chronic pain might result from an understanding of the 
various causes of pain.[7] According to the conventional underlying 
pathophysiological mechanics of pain perception, pain is transmitted 
directly from somatic receptors to the brain.[8]

In ancient Vedic and Upanishad traditions, yoga has become a popular 
mind-body treatment for pain management. To improve well-being 
and lessen the sense of pain, breathing techniques, meditation, and 
postures are incorporated. Through enhancing range of motion, 
lowering tenderness, and easing depressed symptoms, therapeutic 
yoga tackles the mental, emotional, and spiritual dimensions of 
pain.[9,10] Chronic pain often results from disruptions in pain pathways 
due to peripheral and central sensitization. Yoga helps restore balance 
by modulating these pathways and promoting endorphin release. 
Because of its all-encompassing approach and scientific backing, 
yoga is a helpful alternative therapy for both acute and chronic pain 
management.[11]
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2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

This descriptive review analyzes the present literature from databases 
such as PubMed, Embase, Scopus, and Google Scholar to explore 
yoga’s integrative benefits in chronic pain management and the mind-
body connection. Using keywords, such as “pain pathway,” “mind-
body connection,” and “yoga,” a thorough bibliographic search was 
carried out to find pertinent research that had been published in peer-
reviewed journals.

Studies examining the physiological and neurological mechanisms of 
yoga in pain modulation, namely, those examining asanas (postures), 
pranayama (breath regulation), and meditation, met the inclusion 
criteria. Studies addressing endorphin release, autonomic balance, 
neuroplasticity, vagal tone modulation, and pain perception were 
taken into consideration. Studies unrelated to chronic pain, anecdotal 
evidence, and non-peer-reviewed sources were among the exclusion 
criteria.

2.1. Aim of the Review
This review investigates how yoga influences chronic pain, including 
the regulation in the central pain pathway, the modulation of the 
stress response, and the restoration of neurophysiological balance. 
It evaluates the effectiveness of yoga in treating musculoskeletal 
problems, fibromyalgia, and neuropathic pain. To comprehend yoga’s 
impact on the psychosomatic aspects of pain, the review also takes 
into account studies on mindfulness-based techniques and cognitive-
emotional resilience.

This study emphasizes the need for additional empirical validation 
while synthesizing present findings to provide a thorough knowledge 
of yoga’s potential function in holistic pain management.

3. LITERARY REVIEW AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Pain
Pain is defined as any mental or physical discomfort or discomfort 
caused by illness or trauma. The brain interprets pain as a protective 
feeling based on inputs from peripheral nerves. Pain helps identify and 
treat possible injuries or abnormalities by discouraging injury, warning 
of risk, and offering diagnostic hints about underlying problems in 
invisible bodily components, unlike sense organs, such as eyes or 
ears.[12] The term nociceptive refers to pain; nociceptors are sensory 
receptors that pick up signals from injured tissues, and nociceptive is 
the term for the central nervous system’s (CNS) interpretation of pain 
signals.

Nociceptor types vary and can transmit chemical, mechanical, and 
thermal signals. Silent nociceptors can also become active during 
inflammatory episodes.[13] Therefore, pain is a warning sign of tissue 
damage sent from the brain to the periphery by specific receptors and 
fiber networks. Loss or diminution of function, including pain, is the 
direct result of injury to the usual routes. However, occasionally, a 
condition known as neuropathic pain arises as a result of the damage.[14]

3.2. Therapeutic Effect of Yoga on Pain
The traditional Vedic and Upanishadic literature from 2700 BC, 
sometimes called the pre-classical period of yoga, is where the ideas 
for yoga-based philosophical counseling first appeared. The first 
recorded use of the word “yoga,” which means “to yoke,” was in the 
Rig Veda (hymn 5.8.1, circa 1500–1200 BC).[15] The use of yoga poses 
and practice to treat medical issues is known as therapeutic yoga. It 

includes teaching yogic techniques and teachings to avoid, lessen, or 
eliminate limits, pain, and suffering that are structural, physiological, 
emotional, and spiritual.[16] Studies suggest that yoga, as a mind –body 
therapy, reduces pain and functional impairment.[17]

Yoga’s application in pain management is pertinent to its interaction 
with sensory perception. The CNS receives information from the 
surroundings through the sense organs, which are routes of perception.[18] 
Yoga as an exercise modality has positive effects on physical aspect 
of pain. Yoga and physical activity are essential for every person’s 
general health and well-being, and they play an invaluable part in the 
rehabilitation and care of many individuals with chronic pain. Yoga has 
been demonstrated to reduce hypoalgesia or pain sensitivity. Although 
yoga integrates movement, relaxation, and mindfulness to lessen pain 
perception and promote general well-being, physical activity increases 
endorphin release, modifies pain pathways, and improves blood flow.[19] 
As an alternative treatment for several chronic health issues, including 
chronic pain, yoga has also attracted a lot of interest and attention from 
the scientific community and the general public.

Yoga, a mind-body therapy, combines postures, breathing, and 
meditation to enhance well-being. It aligns with national guidelines 
for muscle strengthening, flexibility, and balance, indirectly reducing 
pain perception in older adults. Yoga is increasingly recognized as 
a primary therapeutic approach for chronic pain due to its ability to 
alleviate physical, mechanical, and functional impairments.[20] Much 
research has been done on yoga as a chronic pain treatment. According 
to Cramer et al.[21] yoga can help people become more aware of their 
bodies, accept discomfort, improve their ability to control their health, 
and develop coping mechanisms. In addition, participants highlighted 
the psychological and social advantages of yoga for pain management.

Yoga has been shown to improve range of motion and function, reduce 
tenderness significantly lower depressive symptoms, and lessen pain 
during activity in patients with musculoskeletal disorders. Yoga has 
the ability to reduce pain by addressing the psychological, social, and 
physiological components of chronic pain, according to randomized 
clinical trials. The scientific community should prioritize further study 
to establish yoga as a viable alternative medicine, even though the field 
is still in its infancy.[22-24]

3.3. Yoga effects on the psychological aspects of pain
Analgesic or hyperalgesic reactions are brought on by subjective 
stress that is impacted by emotions that alter how pain is perceived. 
The complex character of pain is highlighted by how experiences, 
psychology, genetics, and the environment all influence how people 
react to pain.[25] The findings of longitudinal and cross-sectional 
research are more consistent in showing that aerobic exercise training 
has anxiolytic and antidepressant properties and guards against 
the adverse effects of stress. Clinical psychologists continue to use 
exercise training as a means of facilitating general therapeutic social 
and psychological processes that could aid in stress reduction. Yoga 
incorporates flexibility, exercise, and wellness education, especially 
about coping mechanisms. When compared to controls, the women 
in an 8-weeks yoga training program had clinically significant 
improvements in depression, memory, anxiety, pain, weariness, sleep, 
tenderness, and balance.[26]

3.4. Pain Pathway
Brain Regions Involved in Pain Modulation: The somatosensory cortex, 
periaqueductal grey, amygdala, hypothalamus, and nucleus accumbency 
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are important brain regions that influence supra-spinal pain responses 
[Figure 1]. These brain regions influence the emotional, sensory, and 
cognitive aspects of pain perception.[27-30] Important CNS regions that 
process and control pain have a high concentration of opioid receptors. 
These domains consist of: Brainstem: Regulates pain impulses that 
reach the brain and regulates vital processes, such as breathing and heart 
rate. Medial Thalamus: Serves as a relay hub, processing and sending 
pain data to higher brain layers for interpretation. Spinal Cord: For pain 
signals to reach the brain, they must first be modified at this level of 
processing. Hypothalamus: Through hormonal modulation, affects the 
body’s stress response and sense of pain. Limbic System: Regulates 
emotions and influences how pain is felt emotionally.[31]

How we interpret pain signals and how much pain we can identify are 
both aspects of the sensory component of pain. How we feel about 
going through pain is indicated by the emotional dimension of pain. 
How we perceive and react to pain stimuli is part of the cognitive 
dimension of pain. Endorphins cause hypoalgeria by altering pain 
pathways. The pain modulatory pathways are disrupted in chronic pain 
due to peripheral and central sensitization. One factor contributing to 
persistent pain is an imbalance between the descending facilitatory 
and inhibitory systems. Endorphins alter pain pathways, which results 
in hypoalgesia. Both cerebral and peripheral sensitization, as well as 
changes to the pain modulator pathways, is involved in chronic pain.[11] 

Pain arises from diverse causes affects multiple body regions, and 
remains a complex multifaceted issue. There are other kinds of pain, 
such as neuropathic pain, fibromyalgia, cancer-related pain, and 
chronic pain after surgery. A person’s perception of pain can also be 
influenced by ailments, such as arthritis, migraines, headaches, or 
facial pain, visceral pain, musculoskeletal pain, and pelvic discomfort. 
An individual approach to diagnosis and treatment is crucial because 
each type stems from unique underlying issues. Since pain impacts 
physical health, mental well-being, and day-to-day functioning, it is 
essential to comprehend these various sources to manage and relieve 
it effectively. Better outcomes for people with acute or chronic pain 
might result from an understanding of the various causes of pain. We 
admit that not all of the variables affecting the evolution from acute 
to chronic pain and modifications in pain-related domains have been 
covered. Pain’s sensory, emotional, and cognitive aspects are among 
its many significant characteristics.[32]

3.5. Mechanisms of Pain
The entire globe is struggling with suffering, regardless of its cause. 
Pain serves as the body’s defense mechanism, warning the individual of 
any dangerous situation or event that arises. According to etiology, pain 
can be classified into nociceptive pain, which is due to the stimulation 
of nociceptors by noxious stimuli and neuropathic pain are the result 
of dysfunction of the nervous system.[33] Endorphins are endogenous 
opioids, which are neurotransmitters that act similarly to morphine in 
the body and in the brain. They control and prevent the experience of 
pain. These endorphins function as neuro-modulators by altering how 
nerve cells react to neurotransmitters.[34] In addition, endorphins have 
a unique function in the emotional components of pain. Endorphins 
enable organisms to modify their behavior in a particular circumstance 
by adjusting their level of arousal. Stress, worry, fear, and even anger 
can also trigger this reaction.

3.6. Interplay of Mind-Body in Pain
The complex relationship between the mind and body is highlighted by 
the fact that pain is a multifaceted experience with sensory, emotional, 

and cognitive components. This balance is upset by chronic pain, 
which leads to a vicious cycle in which physical suffering increases 
psychological misery and vice versa. The sensory side perceives pain 
signals, while pain-related emotions, such as anxiety or anguish are 
reflected in the emotional side. How pain is perceived and dealt with 
is influenced by the cognitive dimension. The world of cognitions 
surrounding these sensations is where the biological process of 
choosing sensations thought to have pathological importance for 
conscious attention takes place, and pain is undoubtedly a symptom that 
is frequently chosen for significance. In addition, negative memories of 
previous symptoms and predictions of future symptoms are frequently 
present and can contribute to cognitive amplification processes.[35] 
Yoga integrates physiological and psychological approaches, offering 
a holistic mind-body strategy to break the chronic pain cycle.

Yoga improves physical strength and flexibility through asanas 
(postures), which also promotes improved body awareness and eases 
musculoskeletal tension. By regulating the autonomic nerve system, 
pranayama (breathing methods) promotes relaxation and lowers 
stress. By fostering mindfulness, meditation helps people better 
accept their discomfort, control their emotional reactivity, and lessen 
catastrophizing.

The neurological system is rebalanced, pain pathways are modulated, 
and balance is restored by this synergistic combination. Yoga 
successfully synchronizes the mind and body, providing long-lasting 
pain relief and general well-being in the treatment of chronic pain 
by boosting neuroplasticity, increasing endorphin production, and 
cultivating emotional resilience.[9,20]

Multiple forms of analysis were deemed necessary to examine the 
novel hypothesis of this study because, although recent reviews have 
supported the role of yoga as a pain management intervention, most 
research has concentrated on isolated, typically physical components 
of yoga rather than systemic mind-body effects.[36] Pain is a complex, 
unique experience that involves sensory, cognitive, and emotional 
components. A  complicated experience that affects many facets 
of our existence, pain is more than just a physical sense. The word 
“multifaceted” suggests that there are various ways to interpret 
pain. Emotional elements Emotional reactions, such as fear, worry, 
or melancholy are frequently triggered by pain. Someone’s total 
experience and perception of pain might be influenced by their 
feelings regarding it. For instance, a person with pain may experience 
frustration or despair, which might exacerbate their discomfort. 
Cognitive elements these have to do with how we think and believe 
about pain and how that influences how we feel it. A person’s suffering 
may increase if they think that their pain is bad or that they will never 
get better. On the other hand, more significant pain management may 
result from realizing that pain is frequently transient. Sensory elements 
this refers to the physical aspects of pain, such as its location inside 
the body and its sensations (such as sharp, dull, searing, etc.). Our 
neurological system first detects pain through the sensory experience. 
Research on mind-body therapies, such as yoga might be significantly 
enhanced by an understanding of this dynamic, which would direct 
focus away from the assumed mechanism in isolation and toward the 
emerging influence on the patient’s overall health. The frequently 
mentioned unpredictability in yoga research may be addressed by this 
non-linear viewpoint, which also moves approaches away from short-
term measures and toward assessing long-term systemic changes. 
Given yoga’s many advantages for managing pain and its functional 
similarities to more general behavioral health interventions, it seems 
appropriate to use a strategy similar to other mind-body therapies.[37]
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These factors, taken together, demonstrate that pain is a personal 
experience that varies significantly from person to person. Something 
unbearable to one person may be manageable to another. A thorough 
understanding of this complexity can help develop pain treatment 
strategies that consider the condition’s mental and emotional 
components in addition to its physical manifestations.

4. CONCLUSION

Yoga provides a holistic, non-invasive approach to managing chronic 
pain by addressing its structural, physiological, emotional, and 
spiritual components. In addition to supporting conventional therapies, 
yoga promotes emotional stability, neurophysiological balance, and 
efficient pain pathway modulation. Integrative therapies are necessary 
for chronic pain since it is emotionally and physically incapacitating. 
This review shows that exercise and yoga can increase beta-endorphin 
levels, which in turn can improve mood, stress response, and pain 
perception. According to these results, yoga has the capacity to 
alleviate long-lasting pain and enhance well-being. Further research 
is required to establish yoga’s role within integrative, patient-centered 
pain management strategies.
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Figure 1: The pain pathways

Vijay and Kumari: Role of Yoga on Chronic Pain Mechanisms and Mind-Body Connection 2025; 8(4):28-33 33


